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UPCOMING DATES IN OCTOBER 

● Columbus Day-No school Friday, October 7 (Professional Development) 
and Monday, October 10 

● October 13-Picture Day 
● October 14-Mid-point of Trimester 1 
● October 27-Parent Conferences 

Science/ Technology/ Engineering:   The year started out with a wonderful outpouring of creativity during 
our first Engineering task of the year.  Students successfully used the Engineering Design Process to create 
characters and to then engineer appropriate furniture at the same scale as their creation.    While learning 
about the Engineering Process, students were introduced to the practice of working in centers to 
individually guide their personal learning process.   As October approaches, we are beginning to 
explore states of matter and delve into science-content vocabulary practice. 

Spanish:   We have had a great start to the year in Spanish.  We have learned how to introduce 
ourselves to others and have a simple conversation.  We have worked on our oral and written skills 
as well as reading and listening. This week we have taken that knowledge and put it to the test doing skits 
in groups.  We also had our first quiz already.  Students were welcomed back after school for extra help 
and a retake if they wished. 

Spanish Immersion :  The beginning of the new school year in immersion always involves some dusting off 
of our Spanish skills as well as transitioning into a new class, a new teacher (and a new accent!).  In 
September we reviewed introductions and ways of describing ourselves and others.  We made “Wanted’ 
posters of people or characters we know and have made videos of ourselves, describing who we are and 
what we love to do. 

Mrs. Robinson’s English Language Arts :  After getting to know each other for the first few days of school, 
we began a unit of study focused on Narrative Writing. Students wrote a story to develop an imaginary 
experience. We then learned how to strengthen a narrative by starting with a good beginning that catches 
the reader’s attention, adding sensory details and figurative language, and finally,  incorporating dialogue. 
After practicing these skills students revised their original stories and submitted new copies. The next unit 

we are studying involves “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice.” We will be analyzing mood/tone, character 
traits, figurative language, conflict, and theme in the text version, an animated film version, and a 
full-length movie version. 
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6th Grade Curriculum 

 

Math: In Prime time, students work with number, classifying and understanding the relationships 
between prime, composite, factors, multiples and square numbers. A take away from the first 3 
investigation would be to find the GCF and LCM of two numbers. In this unit we will also learn the 
distributive property and understand why two expressions are equivalent. Through the Factor Game 
students draw analysis of game strategies and are introduced to the definitions of prime and composite 
numbers. In the Product Game, students find products of factors, the focus is on the multiplicative 
structure of numbers. 

Social Studies : The beginning of the school year in Social Studies found the students exploring the 
mystery of Otzi, the Ice Man, and how he died. During the course of this unit students put their skills to 
work in many different areas. They created an Otiz crime scene, they wrote and performed a skit, they 
designed a Otzi memorial. All leading up to the final project, a paper in which each student explains their 
theory as to how Otzi died. When the have finished their final paper  they will watch a video which explains 
what the current scientific thinking is on how Otzi died. In October, carrying on with the Early Man theme, 
we will be studying Early Humans and the Rise of Civilization. The students will learn about Cave Art and 
create their own cave paintings. And by the end of the month we should be starting our Early Hominids 

project in which students will be studying one of five different hominid groups and creating a 
diorama which will be presented in the library. More details to follow.  

Mrs. Saccardo’s ELA classes:  Reading is a vital part of ELA; so we began the year by 
analyzing various reasons to read, including  reading makes you a better writer, reading 
builds a mature vocabulary, and reading is exercise for your brain.  Students are currently 
starting a project based on these reasons.  The students were also introduced to using 
credible sources (ethos), passion (pathos) and support (logos) when being persuasive in 

writing and speaking.     They will use these skills this term in presenting a commercial -via talk or 
technology--for a book they recently enjoyed reading.  Additionally, the students began to identify and 
and understand the use of  figurative language and point of view in poems and literature.  They created 
poems about themselves using figurative language.  
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